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Madam President,
It is indeed an honour to make this statement on behalf of the African Group and to extend our warmest welcome to you, Ms. Tsheole, as you assume the Presidency of this Conference. Your assumption of this Presidency is a testament to South Africa’s steadfast commitment, and to Africa’s enduring resolve, to advance the Treaty’s central purpose: to reduce human suffering caused by the illicit and poorly regulated trade in conventional arms.
Our thanks to the ATT Secretariat for all of their diligent efforts in organizing and preparing the documentation for this conference.
Halting the illicit trade in conventional arms remains a priority for the African Group. As a continent disproportionately affected by protracted and increasingly complex conflicts involving multiple armed actors, Africa continues to bear the devastating consequences of the diversion of arms to terrorists and criminal networks. This fuels instability, weakens communities, and exacerbates human suffering. Against this backdrop, a strongly supported and effectively implemented Arms Trade Treaty is needed now more than ever.
This year the ATT community embarked on the development of a five-year strategy. For any strategy to have an impact, it must be needs based. In other words, it must serve the priority needs of its States Parties. For the African region, those include developing and establishing national control systems and national control lists, developing and implementing national and regional measures to prevent illicit brokering, preventing diversion, and regulating the transit and transshipment of weapons.
A defining measure of the ATT Strategy’s success will be the priority it places on, and the effectiveness with which it delivers international cooperation and assistance. As the production and trade of conventional weapons continue to expand, donor support must keep pace to ensure that these developments do not intensify instability or human suffering.
Despite conventional arms being responsible for the overwhelming majority of casualties in armed conflicts, it is concerning that international cooperation and assistance efforts contribute greater support to addressing weapons of mass destruction. This imbalance in funding undermines efforts to address the most immediate and widespread humanitarian consequences of armed violence and should be rectified.
Irrespective of whether the ATT Strategy is developed through the extended ATT Bureau or a “Friends of the President” Group, the process must be transparent, inclusive, and open to the meaningful participation of all States Parties and relevant stakeholders.
Ultimately, for the ATT Strategy to be credible, it must deliver on the Treaty’s central purpose: as stated in the Treaty itself, to “reduce human suffering”. While strengthening national control systems and improving reporting are important, these measures cannot be regarded as indicators of success in their own right. If the Strategy does not include concrete actions and measurable indicators to ensure the effective implementation of Articles 6 and 7, then progress in these other areas will have limited value. The true measure of the Strategy’s success will be whether it helps prevent arms transfers that contribute to human suffering.
Turning to universalization of the ATT, the African Group welcomes that since the last Conference of States Parties, Ecuador and Vanuatu have joined the Treaty. We welcome the efforts undertaken by you — Madam President and Ambassador Foradori as Co-Chairs of the Working Group on Treaty Universalization — to expand the Treaty’s membership. In our own continent, we call for all African Member States to join the ATT.
On the Report of the Working Group on Effective Treaty Implementation, we agree that there is a need to rationalise the Group’s agenda. Now that we are two years into the new multi-year work plan, this is an appropriate moment to assess how effectively it is supporting the quality of our discussions and whether those discussions are generating recommendations that can be implemented at the national level.
It is also important to consider whether our discussions under the ATT are keeping pace with the evolving nature of contemporary armed conflict. Earlier this year, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Mr. Volker Türk, highlighted the increasing use of drones, including long-range drones, in armed conflicts and the serious consequences for civilian populations. It would be valuable to understand how States Parties are applying the ATT to the transfer of armed drones and to identify where there may be scope to strengthen implementation and guidance in this area.
We take this opportunity to congratulate the ATT Gender Focal Points, Mexico, Spain and Togo, for getting underway with their mandate so successfully and putting in place a work plan that will no doubt contribute to both the universalization and implementation of the Treaty.
Finally, Madam President, we wish every success for the week ahead and please be assured that you have the African Group’s full support.
I thank you.
