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Madame Chairperson, distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen
On behalf of the Government and people of The Gambia, I have the pleasure of delivering this statement at the CSP12. We express sincere appreciation to the President and Chair of this important meeting.  We also commend the ATT Secretariat and the Working Groups for their dedication in advancing the objectives of the Treaty.
The Gambia reaffirms its strong commitment to the ATT and aligns itself with the statement by the African group. As a State Party, we believe that the ATT remains the most important global instrument for regulating the international trade of conventional arms and for preventing human suffering caused by irresponsible arms transfer.
Madame President, Ladies and Gentlemen
Illicit arms continue to fuel conflict, terrorism, organized crimes and gender- based violence in different parts of the world, including West Africa, my region. Small arms and light weapons diverted from legal trade remain a key driver of insecurity, undermining peace and development and the AU 2030 Agenda.

Madame Chairperson
With funding support from the ATT VTF and technical support from Saferworld, The Gambia continues to strengthen its national control systems in line with principles of the Treaty. This includes capacity building for relevant stakeholders in the effective implementation of the Treaty, review of national laws to facilitate domestication and alignment of legislation to the ATT provisions, and the establishment of a national committee as the national coordination body. The Gambia is at the final stage of completing both the initial and annual report for submission, considering the importance of transparency as the foundation of trust in this treaty.
Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen
It is important to note that no State can implement the treaty effectively alone. We therefore call on all State Parties and the ATT Secretariat to increase technical assistance and capacity building, especially for smaller states that need them. We thank the ATT VTF and donor partners for their continued support. We also call for greater synergy between the ATT and regional Bodies such as the ECOWAS Convention on SALW to avoid duplication.

Madame Chairperson,
The Gambia welcome the continued focus on Article 7 (4) and Article 6 (3). The diversion of Arms has a disproportionate impact on women and children. The Gambia is working on integrating GBV risk assessment into our national arms transfer decision-making process. It also supports the Secretariat and VTF in building capacity in this area.
Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen,
We note that the effectiveness of the ATT depends on universality. We therefore urge the remaining States to join the Treaty without delay. A treaty with gaps is a Treaty that can be exploited.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Madame President,
As we look ahead, The Gambia deems it necessary to focus on 
1. The move from ratification to real measurable impact on the ground in terms of implementation.
2. Strengthening cooperation to prevent diversion and tracing illicit flows, and
3. Ensuring that the ATT delivers tangible benefits for communities affected by arms violence
In conclusion, The Gambia remains fully committed to the letter and spirit of the ATT. We look forward to a constructive engagement during CSP12 and to the outcomes that strengthen this Treaty for the next decade.
I thank you all. 









