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TWELTH CONFERENCE OF STATES PARTIES 
TO THE ARMS TRADE TREATY
(Geneva, 24-28 August 2026)

General Debate Statement 

Ambassador Dr. György Molnár, Head of Secretariat
Wassenaar Arrangement on Export Controls for                                                     Conventional Arms and Dual-Use Goods and Technologies


Madam President,

Thank you for giving me the floor to contribute in my capacity as Head of Secretariat of the Wassenaar Arrangement (WA). I wish you and the States Parties a successful Conference. 

2026 marks the 30th anniversary of the Arrangement. Three decades ago, 33 founding states established the first global multilateral body on export controls for conventional arms and dual-use goods and technologies. The aim was – and still is – to contribute to international security and stability by promoting transparency and greater responsibility in transfers of conventional arms and dual-use goods and technologies in order to prevent destabilising accumulations. Since 1996, WA membership has expanded to 42 Participating States spanning six continents. 

The WA encourages the implementation of effective export controls worldwide. To raise awareness of its technical work and share the results of that work with non-members, the WA holds regular outreach discussions with 45 partner countries. 

Despite differing scope and participation, the ATT and the WA share a complementarity of purpose in accordance with our respective mandates. As outlined in the Proposed Draft Elements for a Five-Year Strategy for the ATT, the Treaty embodies a vision of international peace and security, reducing human suffering, and promoting transparency and responsibility in the international trade in conventional arms. These goals are closely aligned with those of the WA. Given these objectives, and in support of international cooperation, I wish to highlight the Arrangement’s freely available tools. 

The WA's Control Lists are not only a global standard but a public good, accessible to all interested countries, regardless of membership in the Arrangement. The Munitions List and List of Dual-Use Goods and Technologies serve as a comprehensive foundation for national export controls. The Lists are updated annually and posted to the WA website. 
The Munitions List covers 22 categories of items designed for military use, including SALW and related ammunition. This List can support ATT States Parties' implementation of the Treaty as a template, reference or standard for clear, consistent and enforceable control lists. I am pleased to note the Working Group on Effective Treaty Implementation's recommendation to the CSP12 for continued discussions on national control lists and possibly convening an informal group that would take into account existing multilateral regimes and their control lists. Common control lists amongst countries facilitate cooperation between governments as well as with industry and build confidence.

To further promote common approaches by states, the WA also offers a regularly updated compendium of 25 best practices, guidelines and procedures covering various aspects of export control for public reference. 

Opportunities to share WA expertise with ATT States Parties continue to be welcomed. The WA Secretariat stands ready to facilitate any requests for information or assistance that States Parties may wish to refer to us through the ATT Secretariat.  

Thank you.
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