STATEMENT BY THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA ON TREATY UNIVERSALIZATION – ATT CSP12
Madam President,
I thank you for giving me the floor. Nigeria commends the Co-Chairs of the Working Group on Treaty Universalization for their report and continued efforts towards advancing universal adherence to the Arms Trade Treaty.
Nigeria welcomes the progress recorded since CSP11, particularly the accession of Vanuatu and Ecuador, bringing the number of States Parties to 118. We equally welcome indications by other States of their intention to move towards ratification or accession and encourage sustained and constructive engagement with them.
Nigeria believes that universalization must go beyond increasing the numerical membership of the Treaty. It should be accompanied by effective implementation, capacity-building and international cooperation, taking into account the different legal, institutional, security and developmental circumstances of States.
In this regard, we support regionally tailored approaches to universalization and encourage greater use of regional and subregional mechanisms, including regional champions, to promote dialogue, peer learning and awareness of the practical benefits of Treaty membership. Such engagement should remain inclusive, constructive and respectful of national circumstances.
Nigeria also underscores the importance of providing adequate technical and institutional assistance to States demonstrating a commitment towards accession. We therefore welcome continued utilization of existing mechanisms, including the Voluntary Trust Fund and Sponsorship Programme, to support accession and effective implementation.
As work progresses on the five-year strategy for the ATT, Nigeria supports maintaining universalization as an important priority, while promoting realistic objectives, better coordination and avoiding additional reporting burdens.
Nigeria supports the recommendations of the Working Group and remains committed to efforts towards a more universal, effectively implemented and sustainable Arms Trade Treaty.
I thank you, Mr. President.

