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Thank you Madame President.
Namibia aligns itself with the statement delivered by the Republic of Sierra Leone on behalf of the African Group and wishes to make the following remarks in its national capacity.  
On behalf of the Republic of Namibia, I express support to your Presidency and wishes you every success in steering this Conference towards a tangible and meaningful outcome. We further extend our gratitude to the ATT Secretariat and the Chairpersons of the various Working Groups for their invaluable work in preparing for this session. 
Madame President, 
The Republic of Namibia firmly supports the ATT and its objective of establishing responsible and transparent standards for the international trade in conventional weapons. In this context, Namibia takes note of the development of the draft elements for a five-year strategy for the ATT as proposed by the United Kingdom and support its objectives of providing a clear, coherent and measurable framework for strengthening the implementation of the Treaty.
Madame President, 
As a State Party to the ATT since 2020, Namibia remains committed to the full and effective implementation of the Treaty and to strengthening international cooperation to preventing the illicit trafficking, diversion and unauthorized transfer of conventional arms.  
This is evident through Namibia’s continued efforts by ensuring meaningful progress towards the domestication of the Treaty into our national legal framework.  At present, Namibia is about to embark on the second and final leg of its benchmarking exercise on legislative drafting with  the Government of the Republic of South Africa. This exercise will provide Namibia with an opportunity to learn from South Africa’s experiences and best practices in developing a national legislative and regulatory framework for conventional arms control.
Namibia also expresses its appreciation to the Government of the Republic of Zambia for the guidance and lessons learned during the first leg of the exercise. The experience provided valuable insight into the processes involved in translating the obligations of the ATT into the national legislation.
The above efforts demonstrate Namibia’s commitment to domesticating the ATT as our Government work towards formulating and establishing national legislative and regulatory framework for conventional arms control.
Namibia, just like many developing States require support to establish and strengthen the legislative, institutional and technical capacities necessary to effectively implement their obligations under the Treaty. In this context, Namibia wishes to express its gratitude to the ATT Voluntary Trust Fund for including our government in the recently held regional Train-the-Trainers workshop in Livingstone, Zambia, which sought to strengthen national and regional capacity for ATT implementation through the EU-funded Implementation Support Project.
Madame President,
Namibia recognizes that the illicit trafficking and diversion of small arms and light weapons pose a serious threat to peace, security and development, particularly on the African continent. Therefore, Namibia supports the African Union’s efforts towards “Silencing the Guns” and believes that the ATT should complement and reinforce regional and continental initiatives aimed at promoting peace, security and sustainable development.
In conclusion, Namibia calls for stronger regional and international cooperation to prevent and combat the illicit trafficking and diversion of conventional arms, particularly small arms and light weapons.
The Republic of Namibia stands ready to work constructively with all States Parties and other stakeholders towards a stronger, more effective and universally implemented Arms Trade Treaty.
I thank you, Madame President.
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