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Statement by the State of Palestine – Gender Based Violence – ATT CSP12
The international community must urgently address that continued arms transfers to Israel allow the commission of grave violations against the protected Palestinian population under occupation, including sexual and gender-based violence.
In Gaza, arms transferred to Israel have enabled the destruction of hospitals and essential civilian infrastructure, with devastating consequences for women and girls. Palestinian women are forced to give birth without adequate pain relief, medicines, sanitation or post-natal care; pregnant women and new mothers are forcibly displaced; and reproductive-health services are destroyed, denied or rendered inaccessible.  
In Israeli detention centres and across the occupied Palestinian territory, women and girls have been subjected to stripping and searches by male personnel, sexual harassment, rape, and other forms of sexual violence and humiliation, at gunpoint or under threat of armed force. These are not isolated incidents, but documented manifestations of gender-based violence within a wider system of oppression and domination.
Moreover, weapons transferred to the occupying Power are diverted to illegal settlers in the occupied West Bank. Settlers terrorize Palestinian civilians through home raids, threats, harassment and restrictions on movement, the OHCHR documented a pattern of increased sexual violence employed by settlers to forcibly displace Palestinians. 
The UN Commission of Inquiry concluded that Israel has systematically used sexual, reproductive and other forms of gender-based violence, increasingly as a method of war, to terrorize, destabilize, dominate, oppress and destroy the Palestinian people.  
Arms transfers to an unlawful occupying Power,  are not neutral commercial transactions; they carry direct human consequences and allows the commission of genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes, for which authorizing States must assume their legal responsibilities.  
Madam Chair, 
The Treaty must not be applied selectively. Continued arms transfers to Israel, despite documented crimes in the occupied Palestinian territory, entrenches apartheid and  gender-based violence. Finally, we support the efforts by gender focal points to ensure equal, principled and gender-responsive implementation.  
 I thank you.
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