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State of Palestine – Statement on Effective Treaty Implementation – ATT CSP12
Thank you, Chair, 
The State of Palestine stresses the urgent need for the effective implementation of the treaty. While the legal obligations of the treaty are clear, compliance remains gravely deficient as arms transfers to Israel, the occupying power, continue, despite mounting evidence of the gravest international crimes in the occupied Palestinian territory.
Articles 6 and 7 of the Treaty require States to refuse arms transfers where they know, or face an overriding risk, that weapons will facilitate genocide, war crimes, or crimes against humanity.
Transfers of aircraft, artillery, ammunition, missiles, firearms, and other military equipment to the occupying Power have enabled mass civilian casualties, systematic destruction, forcible transfer, gender-based violence, and other grave violations. States must also reject arms imports from the occupying power, as they are labelled ‘battle-tested’, and importing them rewards impunity and helps to entrench the unlawful occupation.
State obligations under the ATT cannot be treated as optional, political or conditional. If they are, then that is politicisation of the treaty. 
Madam Chair, we are disappointed that some States and groups have failed to clearly address the situation of Palestine in this forum. The situation of Palestine remains one of the most relevant cases to the Treaty, especially as a number of States Parties and Signatories continue to engage in arms transfers to and from Israel despite the overwhelming body of evidence that such transfers are unlawful. Refusing or failing to address this situation is in itself a form of politicisation which must stop.


Palestine therefore calls upon States Parties and signatories to:
End arms transfers and related assistance to Israel, strengthen controls on brokering, transit, trans-shipment and diversion, and ensure risk assessments. Also abide by the orders of the ICJ and the rules of the treaty.
As all States have reiterated their commitment to the Treaty. We urge them to uphold that commitment to international law, civilian protection, and accountability through clear and substantive action on the situation in Palestine.
I thank you.



1

image1.jpeg
\r7




