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Chair,
Canada thanks you for your leadership as President of the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) during this cycle. Under your direction, we have advanced key discussions and made progress on our important work. We would also like to thank the ATT Secretariat, the Chairs of the Working Groups, the facilitators of the subgroups, and all delegations for their work and contributions throughout this cycle – we stand ready to participate constructively in the upcoming session. 
 	Canada welcomes the continued growth of the ATT community and is pleased to welcome Vanuatu and Ecuador as the new states to join the Treaty. Canada remains committed to universalizing the ATT and implementing it effectively. 
 Chair,
 	We would like to begin by underscoring the progress achieved during this cycle.  Notably, there appears to be an emerging consensus that the practical application of Articles 6 &7 remains the central element of ATT implementation and therefore merits continued and regular discussion. 
 	Canada believes inclusivity is our strength, allowing us to understand a broad range of perspectives and ideas, which strengthens the credibility and effectiveness of our work.  To that end, Canada appreciates and remains committed to supporting the Gender Focal Points in implementing their workplan, including through knowledge sharing, technical exchanges, and engagement with partners. We encourage all States Parties to participate actively in this initiative and continue integrating gender-responsive approaches into their national control systems.
 	Canada also welcomes the adoption of the proposed Code of Conduct to ensure that ATT meetings remain safe, professional, inclusive, and respectful environments for all participants. 
 	 We are encouraged by the progress made thus far on developing a 5-year Strategy for the ATT; through participating in the consultations conducted this cycle, we are pleased to see discussions advance from broad concepts toward the development of substantive elements. Canada remains committed to working with State parties, civil society organizations, and others to streamline and further prioritize the elements of the strategy. We believe these exercises will position our collective efforts to address emerging issues and strategically position our future work. 
 Chair, 
 	Our discussions throughout this cycle have highlighted areas that require continued attention. Many delegations highlighted ongoing implementation challenges and underscored the importance of inter-agency coordination and international cooperation to implement the ATT effectively. Canada agrees that stronger collaboration among States involved in arms transfers, including enhanced information sharing, can help identify problematic patterns and diversion risks that may not be evident from a single State's perspective.  At the same time, we echo the concerns of several delegations that we must prioritize our efforts, streamline our work, and focus our discussions on issues where the ATT can make a meaningful and practical contribution. 
 	Canada notes with regret the challenges associated with securing active industry participation in ATT discussions. Industry participation is valuable, as their expertise may contribute to practical and effective Treaty implementation and inform our deliberations. We hope we can take greater care to avoid unnecessary politicization and collectively foster an environment that encourages broader stakeholder participation. 
 We look forward to a productive session. Thank you, Chair.
 
 
 
 



