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Statement by the State of Palestine - Universalization - ATT CSP12 
The State of Palestine expresses its appreciation the dedicated and ongoing efforts to advance the universalization of the ATT, bringing the number of States Parties to 118. We warmly welcome Ecuador and Vanuatu as the latest States to join the Treaty.
While we welcome this growth in membership, we remain concerned that a number of Signatory States have, despite the passage of many years, yet to complete their accession, and continue to fall short of upholding the Treaty’s core principles. We call on these States to ratify without further delay and to fulfill their commitments in full. 
We reiterate our profound concern that several major arms exporters and importers remain outside the Treaty’s framework. Their participation is indispensable to strengthening international peace and security and ensuring that the ATT’s principles are applied universally and without double standards. It is also alarming that some States Parties continue to transfer arms to an occupying power, in disregard of the Treaty’s core obligations, and fail to implement its provisions or abide by its rules. Such conduct undermines the credibility and integrity of the Treaty as a whole.
The irresponsible transfer of arms can facilitate genocide, war crimes, and crimes against humanity. This urgency is particularly evident in the MENA region, which accounted for over a quarter of global major arms imports in the past years.
The State of Palestine has endured firsthand the catastrophic human cost of irresponsible arms transfers. We have witnessed weapons being used to target civilians, destroy vital infrastructure, and perpetuate impunity. This reality reinforces our belief that universalization must go hand in hand with compliance and accountability.
We therefore emphasize the link between universalization and technical assistance, and reiterate the importance of promoting the Voluntary Trust Fund and other relevant programmes for States that have demonstrated clear commitment to acceding to the ATT.
We also encourage States Parties to serve as regional universalization champions, and the ATT Secretariat to convene coordination meetings where appropriate. The ATT must not remain a symbolic document. It must be an effective mechanism to prevent arms transfers that enable war crimes, crimes against humanity, and immense human suffering.
Lastly, the State of Palestine reaffirms its unwavering commitment to advancing the ATT’s universalization, with particular focus on the MENA region. We stand ready to engage constructively with all partners to ensure that the Treaty’s principles are universally and consistently upheld.
I thank you.
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