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[bookmark: _GoBack]Maat for Peace’s OS on Transparency and Reporting
Thank you Madam President,
The exchange of information regarding diversions of weapons transfers among States Parties is of the utmost priority. This is essential to limit the negative impact of diversion, including the prolongation of conflicts and civil wars, and the resulting supply of weapons to armed groups, terrorist organizations, and organized crime groups, entities that use such weapons to commit violations and war crimes.
In African countries, weapons reach the hands of terrorist organizations to commit war crimes, in particular groups such as Jama'a Nusrat ul-Islam wa al-Muslimin (JNIM), the Islamic State West Africa Province (ISWAP), Boko Haram, the Rapid Support Forces, and the March 23 Movement.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Jesse, G. (2021, July 12). Arms trafficking: Fueling conflict in the Sahel. The International Affairs Review. https://www.iar-gwu.org/print-archive/ikjtfxf3nmqgd0np1ht10mvkfron6n-bykaf-ey3hc-rfbxp-dpte8-klmp4] 

In Arab countries, particularly Yemen, weapons have reached terrorist currents linked to al-Qaeda and to extremist Salafi factions.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  ARIJ. (2019, February 28). The end user: How did western weapons end up in the hands of ISIS and AQAP in Yemen?. Arab Reporters for Investigative Journalism. https://en.arij.net/investigation/the-end-user-how-did-western-weapons-end-up-in-the-hands-of-isis-and-aqap-in-yemen/?tztc=1] 

In Ukraine, part of the Ukrainian weapons that were received from European countries has reportedly leaked into cross-border organized crime networks.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Global Initiative Against Transnational Organized Crime. (2024, June 18). Smoke on the horizon: Trends in arms trafficking from the conflict in Ukraine. https://globalinitiative.net/analysis/trends-arms-trafficking-conflict-ukraine-russia-monitor/] 

Maat therefore expresses its concern about the possible diversion of weapons provided to it into areas of conflict in Africa, Asia, and the Middle East, in light of the weakness of arms monitoring mechanisms and end-use assurances.
In this context, Maat encourages the proposal submitted by Brazil and France regarding the need to hold regional and sub-regional meetings to exchange information on arms diversion activities, particularly concrete best practices in cases where diversions were prevented or curtailed, so that States Parties and signatories to the Treaty can benefit accordingly, while also discussing the challenges faced in combating such diversion.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK5]Maat also calls upon the Treaty Secretariat and the Implementation Support Trust Fund to provide the technical and financial support necessary to facilitate the organization of these regional meetings, thereby ensuring broad participation by developing countries.
Maat further emphasizes that the outcomes of these meetings should include papers and reports explaining how diversions occur and identifying the actors involved, to assist States in the future when reviewing applications for export licences. In addition, it is important to compile lessons learned in a “living” document that is updated annually and shared with States Parties as a guidance reference.
The importance of drawing on information documented by civil society organizations regarding arms diversion is also evident.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK3]To strengthen this exchange, Maat proposes the establishment of an online coordination mechanism among States Parties and organizations, to function as an early warning system, enabling the latter to report the information they receive regarding diversions. This would allow States to take the necessary measures to counter them.
Thank you
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