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Madam President,
On behalf of the Regional Centre on Small Arms and Light Weapons in the Great Lakes Region, the Horn of Africa and Bordering States (RECSA), I congratulate you on your assumption of the Presidency of this Twelfth Conference of States Parties and assure you of RECSA’s support.
Excellencies, distinguished delegates,
RECSA speaks as a regional organisation whose founding instrument, the Nairobi Protocol of 2004, is legally binding and pursues the very objectives that bring us together in Geneva. The Arms Trade Treaty regulates the international transfer of conventional arms; the Nairobi Protocol governs small arms control once they are within our region, through marking, record-keeping, tracing, stockpile management and the disposal of surplus weapons. The two instruments meet at the point of diversion and neither can fully succeed without the other.

Madam President,
Our region has taken deliberate steps to strengthen this convergence. The RECSA Regional Scorecard on the implementation of the Nairobi Protocol provides an evidence base for measuring progress and identifying gaps; a regional roadmap to guide more coordinated and measurable action; and the ongoing review of the Nairobi Protocol to ensure that it remains responsive to emerging threats, including craft production, illicit brokering, ammunition management and technology-enabled transfers.
We therefore welcome the recommendations before this Conference on the implementation of Articles 6 and 7 and on inter-agency cooperation, which speak directly to the national control systems our Member States are building. We equally welcome the encouragement of regional exchanges on diversion, and we offer the RECSA platform and its National Focal Point Coordinators as a regional complement to this Treaty’s information exchange.
Excellencies,
On universalization, RECSA Secretariat will continue to encourage its Member States that are not yet Parties to consider accession and to demonstrate that the obligations they already carry under the Nairobi Protocol take them a considerable distance towards implementation of this Treaty. We also see merit in aligning reporting between the two instruments, easing the burden on our States.
We welcome the attention accorded to gender-related commitments whose role in domesticating both instruments is indispensable.
As this Conference considers a five-year strategy for the Treaty and matters of international assistance, we urge that regional organisations be recognised as implementing partners and that assistance be matched to national and regional priorities through structured procedures that avoid duplication.
RECSA remains committed to working with its Member States, the ATT Secretariat, regional organizations and international partners to strengthen the mutually reinforcing implementation of the Nairobi Protocol and the Arms Trade Treaty and to translate commitments into practical, measurable action for safer and more secure communities.
I thank you for your kind attention.
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