	
	[image: ]



[image: ]		
	
	



[bookmark: _GoBack]Maat for Peace’s OS on the Effective Implementation of the ATT
Thank you, Madam President,
The implementation process for the Arms Trade Treaty remains, to a large extent, confined to procedural aspects, to the detriment of substantive discussions on actual arms transfers and the extent to which they comply with the Treaty’s obligations.
Despite the immense humanitarian suffering in the Middle East resulting from illicit and irresponsible arms transfers, as well as diversion of weapons, which continue to fuel conflict, instability, and violence, particularly in Libya, Sudan, the Occupied Palestinian Territory, Yemen, Syria, and Lebanon, States Parties do not demonstrate sufficient attention to this matter.
Since the outbreak of armed conflict in the Middle East on 28 February 2026, military equipment and weapons have been observed passing through the territories of States Parties to governments that have used them to commit serious violations of human rights and crimes against humanity, particularly by the Israeli occupying forces and the United States of America, in flagrant violation of Article 9 of the Treaty.
Madam President,
Maat will establish working groups comprising civil society organizations to monitor weapons diversion to militias and armed factions immediately, and to submit reports and factual findings documented by these teams to the Secretariat of the Arms Trade Treaty and to States Parties, with a view to taking appropriate measures to address the issue.
To ensure the effective implementation of the Arms Trade Treaty in the Arab region, Maat proposes the following package of measures for States Parties:
· Leveraging European Union mechanisms under a licensing system supported by an electronic platform for exchanging information on denial decisions and on inquiries relating to national policies or destinations, together with reliance on a confidential database accessible exclusively to licensing officials in the States Parties. Maat calls upon the European Union’s competent authorities to explain these mechanisms and to replicate them across other States so that they may benefit from them.
· Developing a secure, encrypted digital platform that enables civilians and activists in conflict areas to upload images and video footage documenting the serial numbers and brand identifiers of weapons used in violations. Access to such information should be granted to States Parties and the Secretariat of the Treaty, so that appropriate measures can be adopted to prevent the transfer of these weapons to perpetrators of violations.



· Establishing an international credit-point system that ranks importing States based on their human rights record. A decline in this ranking should automatically lead to the freezing of export licenses or to an increase in the cost of insurance for shipments. Such a mechanism should consider those States’ history regarding diversion, the supplying of armed conflict parties, and their human-rights record.
· Banning transit and/or transshipment where there are reasonable indications that shipments are likely to be diverted to unlawful actors, used to commit human-rights violations, or used in terrorist activities.
· Imposing an immediate prohibition on the supply of weapons to the Israeli occupying forces, based on Article 6 of the Arms Trade Treaty, which prohibits transfers where the exporting State, at the time of authorization, knows that the weapons would be used to commit genocide or crimes against humanity.
Thank you, 
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