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Maat for Peace’ OS on the Draft Five-Year Strategy for the Arms Trade Treaty
(Morning Session, 27th of Aug. 2026)
Thank you, Madam President,
We highly welcome the efforts undertaken to develop a five-year strategy for the Treaty. This reflects an extensive and transparent consultative process involving civil society organizations. 
For the strategy to be effective, it must address the real challenges in conflict-affected regions around the world, where weapons reach armed forces, terrorist groups, and armed actors through diversion and through irresponsible arms transfers.
Concerning the consistent, strict, and transparent implementation of Articles 6 and 7 to prevent transfers where there is knowledge that war crimes or other violations have been committed, Maat proposes the following:
· Establish a secure electronic database shared among States Parties, listing destinations where violations of international humanitarian law are likely to occur, and identifying parties that support the actors in those areas, to prevent the export of arms to them.
· Create an electronic mechanism to receive information concerning areas in which irresponsible arms transfers contribute to the commission of war crimes.
We also call for strengthening national risk-assessment methodologies by linking them to international human-rights standards and international humanitarian law, and for drawing on available UN mechanisms, such as reports on the “List of Shame” concerning children and armed conflict, as a reference tool when considering export licensing.
Regarding diversion and its risks, we propose enhancing States’ capacity to identify and avoid high-risk destinations through:
· Establishing and periodically updating a joint list of high-risk States and entities based on previously documented diversion cases, and requiring States Parties to conduct additional screening or impose a temporary export ban to those destinations.
· Developing a joint early-warning system based on the immediate exchange of information regarding any suspected activity, with the possibility of adding States or entities to the watch list urgently.
· Activating the “Information Exchange Forum on Diversion”, and developing practical tools such as national verification checklists for risk indicators, as well as holding regional meetings to discuss patterns of diversion and to exchange operational experience.
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