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Thank you, Madam President,
Maat wishes to extend its thanks to Mexico, Togo, and Spain for their efforts in strengthening the role of the gender focal points.
Evidence indicates that irresponsible arms transfers and diversion contribute to the intensification of conflict-related gender-based sexual violence. 
For example, UN estimates have confirmed that sexual violence in the Occupied Territory has been transformed into a systematic policy carried out by the Israeli army and settlers, which led to the official inclusion of the occupying forces on the United Nations “black list” of parties involved in conflict-related sexual violence.
The report of the UN Special Rapporteur of the Secretary-General documented violations including rape, gang rape, forced nudity, and direct attacks against detainees.
Irresponsible arms flows to the occupying forces enable the use of sexual threats under the threat of weapons as a means of psychological coercion during raids and during the detention of women.
Based on the role of gender focal points under the Treaty, such crimes can be reduced through the following steps:
· Gender focal points should establish a central platform on the Secretariat’s website to compile and disseminate documents and resources related to the gender perspective, and to monitor reports of crimes committed by actors such as the occupying forces. This would enable States Parties to conduct a rapid risk assessment under Article (7.4) to deny arms deals involving those actors.
· Regularly discuss the risks of gender-based violence within the agenda of the “Working Group on Effective Implementation”, and share information on arms exports to States involved in supporting armed groups.
· Activate information-sharing to assess risks between States, by exchanging expertise and data from countries that have advanced systems for integrating gender-based violence risk assessments into their national controls on exports, to prevent harmful deals in the future.
Madam President,
Maat welcomes the discussions on the role of women parliamentarians in advancing the universality of the Treaty and ensuring its effective implementation, including by:
· Exercising their legislative and oversight roles to incorporate Treaty provisions into domestic laws.
· Requiring Governments to carry out risk assessments prior to approving arms deals.
· Leveraging international forums, such as the forum of women parliamentarians within the Inter-Parliamentary Union, to build advocacy networks that encourage States to join the Treaty.
· Highlighting the link between arms control and achieving Sustainable Development Goal 16, as well as the Women, Peace and Security agenda.
Finally, Maat encourages a cross-cutting approach that integrates women affected by gender-based sexual violence in conflict discussions, such as women in Sudan, within Arms Trade Treaty deliberations, to amplify their voices and perspectives to help curb the flow of arms to conflict States.
Thank you
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