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Thank you, madam Chair,

Allow me to extend our appreciation for your efforts, and to welcome Vanautu and El-Ecuador as members to ATT. 
Over the past three years, Israel, the occupying Power, unleashed in Gaza the most sustained and intense bombing campaign of a populated area in history, with the explicit stated intent to maximize destruction. A quarter of a million Palestinians have been killed and wounded, the overwhelming majority of them are women and children.  
Despite the so-called ceasefire, Israel persists in its campaign to terrorize and kill Palestinians in indiscriminate attacks with arms transferred to it. 
Medical facilities, health personnel, patients and ambulances continue to be systematically targeted. Unexploded remnants of war remain scattered around thousands of fragile tents and 60 million tonnes of rubble. And in conditions of extreme deprivation, displaced civilians face rodents and snakes that feed on their flesh while they sleep. 
The occupying power has escalated its aggression against the Palestinians in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, where at least 77 Palestinians have been killed by Israeli occupying forces and armed settlers since January 2026. Israel has diverted and distributed arms to thousands of illegal settlers in the West Bank, and state sponsored settler terrorism has increased dramatically, leading to the depopulation of several Palestinian villages and communities. 
In parallel, Israeli officials continue to escalate their racist and dehumanizing rhetoric about Palestinians, emboldening such terrorism and encouraging the killing of Palestinians. For example, Israel’s so-called Minister of National Security advocated for the killing of 30 to 40 Palestinians every night and stated ‘These people are not worthy of life. They shouldn’t live. They’re not even people.’
Madam Chair, 
These are facts; facts backed by evidence; facts backed by countless reports by the United Nations and independent bodies. Yet mentioning them is labelled as “politicization” by the occupying Power. The State of Palestine affirms that politicization is omitting to, failing to or deliberately refusing to address these undeniably relevant issues in this forum. 

Madam Chair, 
The situation in the occupied Palestinian territory, including East Jerusalem, is marked by grave and continuing violations of international law. United Nations bodies and experts, civil society organizations, and legal experts have documented collective punishment, forcible transfer, unlawful attacks against civilians and civilian objects, destruction of civilian infrastructure, and ethnic cleansing, incitement to genocide, and genocide.

In its Advisory Opinion of 19 July 2024, the ICJ found Israel’s continued presence in the occupied Palestinian territory unlawful and affirmed that all States must neither recognize that situation as lawful nor render aid or assistance in maintaining it and must cooperate to bring it to an end. The Court’s binding provisional measures further reaffirm the urgent need to prevent irreparable harm to Palestinians’ rights under the Genocide Convention. 
The Human Rights Council’s resolution on 5 April 2024 called on all States to cease the sale, transfer, and diversion of arms, munitions, and military equipment to Israel to prevent further violations of international humanitarian and human rights law. 
For States Parties to the ATT, Articles 6 and 7 are unequivocal: States must not authorize transfers where they have knowledge that the items would be used to commit genocide, crimes against humanity, or other war crimes; nor may they authorize exports where there is an overriding risk that they could be used to commit or facilitate serious violations of international humanitarian law or international human rights law. 
This is not a hypothetical risk. The evidence of grave violations and international crimes is extensive and continuing. States must ensure that their territories, ports, airports, financial systems, companies, and nationals are not used to facilitate such transfers, including through export, import, transit, trans-shipment, brokering, financing, or related military assistance. 

Madam Chair, 
We hope this conference will address the situation in Palestine, and that States will not turn a blind a eye to it for political reasons. 

The Palestinian people need action, not words on paper. We therefore reiterate our call upon all States to take concrete measures to ensure the protection of the Palestinian people, accountability for violations, justice for victims, and the effective implementation of international law. 

I thank you. 
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