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MADAM PRESIDENT,
EXCELLENCIES, DISTINGUISHED DELEGATES,

AT THE OUTSET, ALLOW ME TO CONGRATULATE YOU ON YOUR ELECTION AS PRESIDENT OF THE TWELFTH CONFERENCE OF STATES PARTIES TO THE ARMS TRADE TREATY. BE ASSURED OF ZAMBIA’S FULL SUPPORT. WE ALSO COMMEND YOU AND THE SECRETARIAT FOR THE EXCELLENT ORGANISATION OF THIS CONFERENCE.

ZAMBIA CONGRATULATES VANUATU AND ECUADOR AS THE NEWEST STATES PARTIES TO THE TREATY.

ZAMBIA ALIGNS ITSELF WITH THE STATEMENT DELIVERED BY SIERRA LEONE ON BEHALF OF THE AFRICAN GROUP.

MADAM PRESIDENT,
ZAMBIA REAFFIRMS THE CONTINUED IMPORTANCE AND RELEVANCE OF THE ARMS TRADE TREATY IN PREVENTING AND ERADICATING THE ILLICIT AND IRRESPONSIBLE TRADE IN CONVENTIONAL ARMS, WHICH IF NOT AVERTED WILL CONTINUE TO FUEL CONFLICT, INSTABILITY AND HUMAN SUFFERING.

EFFECTIVE AND FULL IMPLEMENTATION OF THE TREATY IS, THEREFORE, ESSENTIAL TO PROMOTING RESPONSIBILITY IN CONVENTIONAL ARMS TRADE AND TRANSFERS. THE OBLIGATIONS UNDER ARTICLE 6, INCLUDING PROHIBITIONS ON CERTAIN ARMS TRANSFERS, REMAIN FUNDAMENTAL TO ADVANCING INTERNATIONAL PEACE AND SECURITY AND PROTECTING HUMAN LIFE. THIS CANNOT BE OVEREMPHASISED.

WE REAFFIRM OUR COMMITMENT TO IMPLEMENTATION OF THE TREATY AS WE CONTINUE TO MAKE PROGRESS TOWARDS ITS DOMESTICATION WITHIN THE NATIONAL LEGAL FRAMEWORK.

MADAM PRESIDENT,
ZAMBIA SUPPORTS THE UNIVERSALIZATION OF THE TREATY. THE ACCESSION OF ADDITIONAL STATES PARTIES DEMONSTRATES THAT UNIVERSALIZATION REMAINS ACHIEVABLE. HOWEVER, SUSTAINING THIS MOMENTUM REQUIRES STRENGTHENED REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION, PARTICULARLY IN THE FACE OF INCREASING GEOPOLITICAL TENSIONS, ARMED CONFLICTS AND EMERGING SECURITY CHALLENGES.

UNIVERSALIZATION WILL BROADEN ADHERENCE TO COMMON INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS AND STRENGTHEN COLLECTIVE EFFORTS TO REDUCE THE HUMAN SUFFERING ASSOCIATED WITH ILLICIT AND IRRESPONSIBLE ARMS TRADE AND TRANSFERS. ZAMBIA THEREFORE REITERATES ITS COMMITMENT TO SUPPORTING THIS AGENDA.

ZAMBIA RECOGNIZES THAT EFFECTIVE NATIONAL IMPLEMENTATION AND REGIONAL COOPERATION MUST REINFORCE UNIVERSALIZATION. SHARING EXPERIENCES, LESSONS AND GOOD PRACTICES REMAINS ESSENTIAL.

MADAM PRESIDENT,
ZAMBIA UNDERSCORES THE IMPORTANCE OF INCLUSIVE PARTICIPATION, PARTICULARLY OF WOMEN AND YOUTH, WHO ARE DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECTED BY CONFLICT AND ARMED VIOLENCE. THEIR MEANINGFUL PARTICIPATION SHOULD BE STRENGTHENED AS ACTIVE PARTNERS IN ADVANCING EFFECTIVE, INCLUSIVE AND SUSTAINABLE IMPLEMENTATION AND UNIVERSALIZATION OF THE TREATY.

MADAM PRESIDENT,
ZAMBIA WELCOMES THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE DRAFT FIVE-YEAR STRATEGY FOR THE ARMS TRADE TREATY AS AN IMPORTANT OPPORTUNITY TO PROVIDE GREATER STRATEGIC DIRECTION TO THE TREATY. OUR CALL IS THAT ITS IMPLEMENTATION SHOULD BE COORDINATED, FOCUSED ON AGREED PRIORITIES AND RESPONSIVE TO THE NEEDS AND CAPACITIES OF STATES PARTIES.

MADAM PRESIDENT,
IN CONCLUSION, ZAMBIA REAFFIRMS ITS UNWAVERING COMMITMENT TO THE FULL AND EFFECTIVE IMPLEMENTATION AND UNIVERSALIZATION OF THE ARMS TRADE TREATY. BY WORKING COLLECTIVELY TO PREVENT ILLICIT AND IRRESPONSIBLE ARMS TRANSFERS, WE CAN CONTRIBUTE TO SAFER COMMUNITIES, GREATER STABILITY AND LASTING PEACE FOR ALL.

I THANK YOU, MADAM PRESIDENT.
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