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Madame President,
Bulgaria aligns itself with the statement delivered on behalf of the European Union.
Madame President,
We congratulate you on assuming the Presidency of the Twelfth Conference of States Parties and assure you of our full support for your work towards a successful outcome. We express our appreciation to the Secretariat and the Management Committee for their dedicated efforts in preparing this Conference.
The Arms Trade Treaty remains a cornerstone of the responsible international trade in conventional arms. At a time of growing geopolitical instability, multiplying armed conflicts and increasing risks of diversion and illicit trafficking, the objectives and principles of the Treaty are more relevant than ever.
Bulgaria remains firmly committed to the full and effective implementation of the Treaty. We encourage all States Parties to fulfil their financial obligations and to submit their annual reports in a timely manner. These are essential elements for the maintaining of the credibility, transparency and sustainability of the Treaty.
Furthermore, Bulgaria calls for the full universalization of the Arms Trade Treaty. In this context we would like to acknowledge and welcome Vanuatu and Ecuador as the newest States Parties to the Treaty.
Bulgaria welcomes the efforts to strengthen the institutional framework of the Treaty, including the proposed Code of Conduct for ATT meetings. Bulgaria supports initiatives aimed at ensuring that the discussions will be conducted in a safe, respectful, inclusive and effective manner. In this context, we stress that any reporting mechanisms or standards of conduct must be firmly anchored in good faith, procedural fairness, and reliable, fact-based information. We should be guided by the principles of impartiality, professionalism, objectivity and respect. This is fundamental for preserving the confidence of all States Parties and the Treaty’s integrity. 
Madame President,
The deteriorating international security environment and the increasing pressure on the international security architecture create favourable conditions for illicit arms trafficking and diversion. 
In this context, Russia's illegal and unprovoked war of aggression against Ukraine remains a major challenge to international peace and security, with regional and global implications. Bulgaria reiterates its unwavering support for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Ukraine, and for a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in accordance with the international law and the Charter of the United Nations.
Bulgaria highly values the Arms Trade Treaty as the only legally binding global instrument establishing common standards for the international trade in conventional arms. We remain convinced that the effectiveness of the Treaty depends on the shared commitment of all States Parties to implement it in a transparent, balanced and responsible manner. To this effect, Bulgaria will continue to actively contribute to the strengthening of the Treaty and the international peace and stability.
Thank you!
