	
	


[image: ]
[image: ]

[bookmark: _GoBack]Maat for Peace’s OS during the General Debate
Thank you, Madam President,
We address this day in circumstances of grave concern, in which the peoples of the Arab region and many other conflict-affected regions around the world continue to suffer from the devastating repercussions of irresponsible arms transfers and a trade that disregards legal and humanitarian obligations.
While crimes of genocide, crimes against humanity, and war crimes are being committed in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, States Parties to and signatories of the Arms Trade Treaty continue to issue export licences for arms, spare parts, and ammunition for the army of the occupying power, the Israeli forces.
In Sudan, Yemen, Syria, and Libya, arms and modern technologies continue to flow to armed groups through redirection operations.
Madam President,
The Treaty obliges States to exercise control over their territory and ports to prevent the transit of arms destined for conflicts. However, reality continues to reveal major challenges, particularly in light of the outbreak of armed conflict between Iran, the United States, and Israel on 28 February 2026. In this context, States such as Cyprus and Greece allow their registered or transiting cargo vessels to transport military equipment to Israel and the Middle East.
Arms intended to support the Rapid Support Forces and armed groups in Libya also pass across borders and through airports in countries such as Chad, the Central African Republic, and Libya, due to weak oversight and logistical complicity within smuggling networks.
Based on the activities and consultations conducted by Maat from February to July 2026, and in particular its consultations with Arab civil society organizations on 24 July 2026 to strengthen their voices before States Parties, the findings confirm that the ambiguity of national terms and the narrow reliance on end-use certificates, without assessing on-the-ground vulnerability and without accounting for diversion risks, effectively empties the Treaty of its purpose and turns risk assessment into a mere procedural formality. Accordingly, we call upon all States Parties and signatories to take the following urgent measures:
1. Immediate cessation of the approval or renewal of export licences for arms and dual-use items destined for parties engaged in conflicts involving serious violations, and the imposition of a comprehensive arms embargo pursuant to Articles 6 and 7.
2. Adopting strict measures to prevent the use of territory, airspace, and ports for the transfer of military equipment to areas of conflict.
3. Supporting efforts to prevent diversion in fragile areas, and developing national assessment standards to include deep human-rights indicators.
4. Supporting all international and regional efforts to implement an effective and comprehensive embargo on the transfer of arms to the forces of the occupying power and to the RSF, owing to the commission of war crimes.
We look forward to working with all stakeholders to ensure that the Treaty fulfils its promise to alleviate human suffering and protect civilians.
Thank you
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