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Geneva, 25–29 August 2026

Statement by Partners for Transparency on Universalization
(26 August)
Madam President,
Civil society plays a vital role in advancing the universalization of the Treaty through awareness-raising and the building of public understanding. This can be achieved by simplifying the provisions of the Treaty and translating them into local languages; by clearly explaining the direct link between unregulated arms transfers and the increase of violence within communities; and by organizing media campaigns and workshops in schools, universities, and community centres. Such measures would galvanize public pressure on Governments and national parliaments to join the Treaty and to ratify it.
Partners for Transparency welcomes the working paper submitted by the Chair of the Eleventh Conference. It appropriately recognizes the need to give special consideration to engaging youth and mainstreaming their role in the Treaty processes. We also commend the working paper submitted by the Republic of Panama on enhancing youth participation in advancing the universalization of the Treaty.
Youth have an essential role in this regard, owing to their mastery of modern media tools. This enables them to design innovative digital campaigns that make the objectives of the Treaty accessible and convey them to local communities in an engaging manner. In addition, integrating youth into dialogues on disarmament, countering corruption, and strengthening transparency in the arms trade helps to build future cohorts who embrace governance and integrity values, and who advocate for joining the Treaty.
Partners further emphasizes that involving youth in the implementation of relevant Security Council decisions, particularly Security Council resolution 2250 on Youth, Peace and Security, helps ensure that security strategies reflect their views and needs. This, in turn, supports the establishment of a common ground that encourages States to join the Treaty.
Accordingly, Partners proposes the following:
· First: Translate the provisions of the Treaty into local languages and commonly used dialects in conflict-affected countries (particularly in Africa) to ensure community-level understanding.
· Second: Establish an interactive web portal for youth within the Treaty’s official website, to serve as a permanent platform to gather their views and to recognize them as essential partners.
· Third: Launch an annual regional competition for producing short video clips and podcast episodes, in which youth, in their local languages, simplify the Treaty’s provisions and explain the impact of regulating the arms trade on the security of their communities.
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