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Madame President,

Thank you for giving me the floor.

I have the honor to deliver this statement on behalf of Vanuatu as a proud, new State Party to the Arms Trade Treaty on this important agenda item.

Vanuatu’s accession reflects our unwavering commitment to global peace, regional stability, and the rule of law. However, turning the legal obligations of this Treaty into operational reality on the ground requires robust, predictable, and accessible international assistance under Article 16.

For Vanuatu, the primary challenge of implementation is structural. We face the immense task of monitoring vast maritime zones and securing porous borders with highly constrained administrative resources. For micro-states like ours, international assistance is the foundational bridge required to establish effective national control systems.

In this context, we wish to clearly state Vanuatu's immediate national priorities under this agenda item.
Vanuatu formally requests assistance from the ATT Secretariat in providing technical assistance, guidance, and resources. This targeted support is urgently needed to assist our government in two critical areas:

First, to support Vanuatu in establishing a robust national legislative framework, including the drafting of custom national control lists; a support with admin system to truck arm’s movement and maintain records.

Second, to provide the technical guidance necessary to set up effective national controls and reporting mechanisms, institutional capacity building to resources and train the National Focal Point and build inter-agency coordination to fulfill our treaty transparency obligations sustainably.

Madam President,

While we outline these precise technical needs, we also emphasize that for small administrations, complex grant application processes can become a barrier to the assistance itself. We therefore encourage the Voluntary Trust Fund to maintain streamlined pathways for SIDS, and we advocate for long-term peer-to-peer mentoring over short-term workshops.

Assistance to Vanuatu is an investment in the collective security of the Pacific. By strengthening our borders, we prevent our waters from becoming transshipment routes for illicit flows. Vanuatu stands ready to engage directly with the Secretariat and international partners to turn these requests into concrete action.

Thank you, 
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