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Thank you, Madam President,
Maat for Peace, Development and Human Rights participated in a panel discussion organized by the Arms Trade Treaty Secretariat during its preparatory meeting in March 2026, which addressed the role of regional actors in promoting the Universality of the Treaty.
During its participation, Maat emphasized the critical importance of the role played by civil society organizations, youth, women, and victims in advancing the universality of the ATT in the Arab region. This is particularly significant given the limited representation of the Arab region within the Treaty, even though the region is among the areas most affected by irresponsible arms transfers and diversion. Such realities compound the suffering of civilians and the persistence of violations against them.
In fulfilment of the commitments announced by Maat during that meeting regarding the organization of capacity-building and consultative workshops for groups with less access to, or participation in, meetings of the Treaty, Maat carried out a series of field-based and consultative activities as follows:
On 21 and 22 April 2026, Maat organized a specialized two-day training workshop for representatives of Libyan civil society organizations working in the fields of human rights, peace, and development. The workshop aimed to build participants’ capacity to monitor and document illicit diversion of conventional weapons transfers, and to enhance their understanding of the legal provisions of the ATT.
On 22 July 2026, Maat held its first regional consultative meeting for civil society organizations in Arab areas affected by conflict, particularly Libya, Syria, Yemen, and Lebanon. The meeting examined the role of the Treaty in curbing illicit arms flows and preventing their diversion into conflict zones, while underscoring the urgent need to strengthen the Treaty’s universality. Maat intends to submit recommendations from these organizations to States Parties to the Treaty upon completion of these consultations.
In addition, Maat intends to continue its efforts to train youth at Egyptian universities, alongside youth in Arab conflict-affected countries, particularly Sudanese youth residing in Egypt, to raise their awareness of the Treaty and relevant advocacy mechanisms.
Maat has also opened channels of communication and cooperation with content creators and media actors, based on its conviction of the central role of media and public opinion in raising awareness of the importance of the Treaty and in combating illicit arms flows.
Maat is currently working to secure partnerships and the funding required to support and expand these training and media activities in the coming period. This is because insufficient funding remains a barrier to completing and further scaling up these efforts. Maat’s primary and most essential objective remains to strengthen the universality of the ATT in the Arab region and to ensure wider adherence to it and implementation of its provisions, to preserve peace and protect civilians.
Thank you.
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