THE GAMBIA’S INTERVENTION ON AGENDA ITEM 7: TREATY UNIVERSALIZATION
We express our gratitude to the Working Group on Treaty Universalization and the Secretariat for their continued efforts to promote broader adherence to the ATT.  For the Treaty to achieve its objective and purpose, it must be universal. Countries that are not party to the Treaty create gaps that illicit arms traffickers and brokers can exploit. States should consider universalization as a security and humanitarian issue, not just a legal issue, because arms do not recognize or respect borders. Arms diverted in one region can fuel conflict in another.
The Gambia commend the President, the Secretariat and State Parties for the outreach activities conducted over the year. We humbly encourage State Parties in the same region as non-State Parties to use bilateral and regional meetings to advocate for accession, to create a coherent and comprehensive arms control regime in their regions for the benefit of all. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Let us continue to identify the root causes of the problems some countries face and develop concrete solutions to address them, so that every country in this universe can be part of the ATT.
Madame President,
The Gambia, being the last country in the ECOWAS region to join the ATT, has seen firsthand the importance of being part of this Treaty. We stand ready to share our experience with any state considering joining the ATT.
I thank you.
Sukran
Merci beaucoup
Gracias
Obrigado


