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Thank you, President.
Let me congratulate you on assuming the Presidency. You are also the second woman President of this Treaty, an important milestone to celebrate. I thank you, your team, the ATT Secretariat and the working group chairs for their dedication and commitment. I assure you of my delegation’s full support. 

Ireland aligns itself with the statement delivered by the European Union and offers the following remarks in a national capacity.
President, 
Small arms and light weapons devastatingly claim more victims each year than any other kind of weapon. Many of these weapons find their way into the hands of perpetrators through illicit channels, helped by inadequate legislation, enforcement, and weak control mechanisms and implementation at national levels. Collective and strengthened resolve is urgently needed to meet the Treaty’s humanitarian, human rights, and conflict prevention objectives.  
This Conference provides us with an opportunity to reflect on progress and a path forward. Advancing the Treaty’s purpose and legal framework helps safeguard international and regional peace, security, stability, and to reduce human suffering, and advance fulfilment of the SDGs. This vision must be central to our efforts, including development of a five-year strategy.
President, 

We call on all States Parties to fulfil their obligations under the Treaty, including under Articles 6 & 7. These are critical to strengthening our response to illicit trade and the destabilising accumulation and misuse of conventional arms continuing to fuel armed violence in conflict affected, post-conflict and other fragile settings globally. These effects have been most acutely seen in conflict in Ukraine, fuelled by Russia’s illegal war of aggression, across Africa, the Middle East, and Southeast Asia, and through organised crime through Latin America. 
We welcome the recommendations regarding the Sub-working Group on Current and Emerging Implementation Issues and continuing recent discussions. The Treaty must remain responsive to real-world events and fit-for-purpose.
President, 
Leveraging the existing synergies between the ATT and the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights presents a valuable opportunity to exchange best practices and develop relevant guidance. 
We also believe diverse and inclusive representation at our meetings is a priority to help facilitate rich discussions and ensure  implementation effectively meets the challenges posed by the illegal arms trade. We welcome development of a Code of Conduct to help ensure open and respectful exchanges.
President
Ireland emphasises the importance of a gender-responsive approach to arms control. The disproportionate gendered impacts of armed violence and conflict are widely recognised.  The correlation between illicit arms flows and the rate of violent crimes and intimidation against women and girls, in both conflict and non-conflict affected states, is clear. We must also strengthen efforts to ensure women’s full, equal and meaningful participation, for a more effective Treaty.  
President
We warmly welcome Ecuador as the 118th State Party. We encourage States Parties to redouble efforts on Treaty universalisation. International standards are strongest when universally applied and effectively implemented.
President
We hope that this Conference will agree effective measures to continue advancing Treaty implementation and universalisation, and help realise its potential to create a more secure and peaceful world. 
Thank you.
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