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Madame President,
I have the honour to deliver this statement on behalf of the Government and the people of the Republic of Vanuatu. We commend you, Mr. President, for your leadership of this Conference, and thank the Secretariat and the host country for their work and hospitality. We extend our gratitude for warmly welcoming Vanuatu as a State party to the Arms Trade Treaty.
Madame President,
The Arms Trade Treaty is as relevant today as when it was adopted. Armed conflicts across the world continue to cause immense human suffering, and the irresponsible transfer and diversion of conventional arms prolongs conflict and fuels instability far beyond the immediate theatre of war.
For Vanuatu, this is not an abstract concern. As a Small Island Developing State with very limited military and security capabilities, our security depends fundamentally on respect for international law, effective multilateral institutions, and responsible conduct by States. Vanuatu became the 80th State to sign the Treaty in 2013 and ratified it in 2025 — a reflection of our conviction that responsible arms transfers and international cooperation are essential to a rules-based order.


Madame President,
Vanuatu attaches particular importance to the full and effective implementation of Articles 6 and 7. Risk assessment must be rigorous, transparent, and genuinely informed by the risk of serious violations of international humanitarian or human rights law, or of diversion to unauthorized end users. This Treaty must be an instrument for preventing foreseeable harm, not merely a framework for regulating transactions.
As a geographically dispersed Pacific Island State, diversion and illicit trafficking deserve particular attention. Our vast maritime space and limited surveillance capacity create vulnerabilities that can be exploited. We welcome continued international cooperation on brokering, transit, trans-shipment and tracing, and encourage stronger regulation of arms brokers and intermediaries to prevent legitimate trade from becoming a channel for diversion.
Madame President,
Universalisation remains essential: every additional State Party closes gaps that can be exploited for diversion. But universalisation must be matched by meaningful implementation. For Vanuatu and other SIDS, limited institutional capacity — not lack of political will — remains our principal challenge in meeting reporting and implementation obligations. We encourage the Secretariat and States Parties to continue strengthening practical, SIDS-tailored assistance: training, simplified reporting tools, and peer-to-peer exchange.

Madame President,
The human cost of irresponsible arms transfers is ultimately borne by people — disproportionately women, children, and communities rebuilding after conflict. We must keep the human being at the centre of our implementation of this Treaty, and Vanuatu calls on all States Parties to exercise the highest degree of responsibility and restraint when authorising transfers that carry a foreseeable risk of grave harm.


Madame President,
Vanuatu reaffirms its commitment to the Treaty and stands ready to work constructively with all States Parties, the Secretariat, and civil society to strengthen implementation, promote universalisation, and reduce the human suffering caused by the illicit trade in conventional arms. Let us ensure our commitments are translated into concrete action, accountability, and, above all, greater protection for human life.
I thank you, Mr. President.

image1.png




