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Madame President,

On behalf of the Latvian Government, I would like to express our sincere gratitude to you, Madame President, the Head of the ATT’s Secretariat and your respective teams for their tireless efforts in organising this Twelfth Conference of States Parties. 

[bookmark: _Hlk236402373]Madame President,

The Latvian delegation aligns itself with the statement delivered by the European Union and would like to add few remarks in its national capacity.

[bookmark: _Hlk236402500]Latvia ratified the Arms Trade Treaty on 2 April 2014, thereby contributing to its entry into force later that year. Since then, the effective implementation of the Treaty at the national level has remained a top priority for the Latvian Government. 

In this regard, we welcome the ongoing work on the draft Five-Year Strategy for the ATT. We strongly believe that strengthening national implementation should be one of the Strategy’s central priorities. The effective implementation of the Treaty ultimately depends on explicit and up-to-day national regulatory frameworks and strong institutional capacities. The Strategy should therefore place particular emphasis on supporting States in developing legislation and regulatory frameworks, strengthening national control systems, licensing and authorisation procedures, diversion prevention measures, and effective national points of contact. These are the prerequisites upon which an effective implementation of the Treaty primarily rests.

We also believe that the Strategy should remain practical, focused and fully implementable, listing a tangible number of reachable priorities. 

We therefore look forward to this Conference adopting recommendations to further refine the draft, with a view to its consideration and adoption by States Parties in 2027.

Madame President,

Latvia attributes a great importance to the values enshrined in the Arms Trade Treaty. During Latvia’s Presidency of CSP5 in 2019, our priority was a fight against gender-based violence in the context of arms export. 

In this spirit, Latvia firmly supports establishment and work of the ATT Gender Focal Points. Over one year now we have witnessed their valuable contribution in strengthening the gender perspective into the ATT’s Code of Conduct and the draft Strategy.

Building on this work, Latvia, in partnership with Control Arms, is implementing an ATT’s Voluntary Trust Fund project aimed at enhancing women’s leadership and participation, as well as better understanding and implementation of the Treaty.

The first component of the project entailed a two-day in-person training for Geneva-based female diplomats and gender focal points. The training focused on the Treaty’s implementation, including the application of the ATT risk assessment and gender-based violence criteria under Articles 6 and 7. The second part of the project foresees development of an online training course, hosted on the UNODA Disarmament Education Dashboard. The course is intended to provide government officials worldwide with flexible and accessible learning opportunities on the ATT. The online training platform will be launched during the side-event hosted by Latvia and Control Arms on the margins of this Conference. 

Dear colleagues, I warmly invite you to join us this Wednesday in order to discover the new online platform, explore the rationale behind this course, as well as to examine the remaining gap in the ATT’s gender risk assessment under Article 7(4).

Madame President,

Strengthening national implementation and advancing the Treaty’s values must go hand in hand with the efforts to ensure that the ATT continues to expand globally. Latvia has been, and will continue to be, strongly committed to the effective functioning and further development of the Treaty.

For the last two years, Latvia has served as a Vice President representing the Eastern Europe group. Latvia is also a member of the Management Committee and of the Voluntary Trust Fund. 



In this context, Latvia considers universalisation of the Treaty to be a key element to a world without violence caused by unsanctioned circulation of arms across the borders. 

We warmly welcome the newly joined states to the Arms Trade Treaty – Vanuatu and Ecuador, bringing the total of 118 States Parties.  We are looking forward to other countries to join ATT family, especially from the Middle East and Asia. At the same time, Latvia upholds the concerns that the Treaty global coverage continues to be uneven. Further progress on universalisation is therefore essential if the ATT is to fulfil its full potential as a global framework for responsible arms transfers.
 
Madame President,

This objective is particularly important in the current international security environment. As emphasised in the European Union’s statement, the ongoing armed conflicts around the world demonstrate the vital importance of controlling the arms trade and preventing the diversion and misuse of conventional arms. 

These challenges underline why the effective implementation, universalisation, and continued strengthening of the Arms Trade Treaty remain so important.
Against this backdrop, we hope that our deliberations this week will contribute to a stronger common understanding of the Treaty and to firm adherence to its values, objectives, and obligations.

Thank you!
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