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European Union

Arms Trade Treaty
12th Conference of States Parties, Geneva, 24-28 August 2026

Item 10: Draft Five-Year Strategy for the Arms Trade Treaty

Madam President,
I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. The candidate countries North Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia, Albania[footnoteRef:1], Republic of Moldova, and Georgia, as well as the EFTA countries Iceland and Norway, members of the European Economic Area align themselves with this statement. [1:  North Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Albania continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association Process.] 

We wish to extend our sincere gratitude to the United Kingdom for initiating this vital process. We also thank the ATT Secretariat for managing the process in a transparent and inclusive way, allowing broad inputs to combine an overarching perspective with meticulous attention to detail. In this regard, the working time between CSP11 and CSP12 has been utilized with exceptional efficiency, and we commend the high quality of the proposed draft elements for a Strategy.
The focus of efforts, prioritization, and the measurement of progress remain entirely valid objectives. These should serve realistic and implementable goals, particularly within current and reasonably expected future budgetary means.
Monitoring and evaluation are crucial to ensuring genuine progress. We encourage State Parties to consider committing to strengthened self-assessment of their implementation of the Treaty. For international assistance, robust monitoring is feasible provided that the necessary trust and openness exist between the assistance providers and beneficiaries. Drawing from the experience of EU outreach, we hold the strong conviction that such trust, with all the resulting benefits for cooperation, is by all means realistic.
While the adoption of the strategy remains State Party-led and consensus-based, the strategy should leave necessary flexibility in its implementation so that states wishing to receive assistance could be able to choose and agree on measures directly with entities that provide and fund such assistance.
Regarding the organization and oversight of the work, the formula of an Extended Bureau has proven effective and as such should continue. We also support the proposal to carry out the drafting process through a representative and balanced group of Friends of the President, while emphasizing that the final drafting authority should be reserved for States Parties represented at CSP13.
As a significant provider of support to the implementation and universalization of the ATT—both directly and through its Member States—the EU maintains a keen interest in this initiative and wishes to actively contribute to the preparation of the Strategy. We hope that the Strategy, once adopted by CSP13, will successfully contribute to guiding the programming of the EU ATT outreach from 2028 onward, and will help fostering synergies between the EU support and other assistance to States Parties to achieve the objectives of the Strategy.
Thank you, Madam President.
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