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Statement by Partners for Transparency on Transparency and Reporting
25 August
Thank you for giving me the floor, 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK11]Partners for Transparency attaches the utmost importance to ensuring that States Parties submit their reports to national parliaments concerning the arms transfers they conduct. This strengthens transparency and effective accountability, mitigates risks of corruption, which remain high, and helps prevent weapons from reaching the wrong hands, particularly through diversion.
Partners commends numerous good practices in this regard, including those of France, the Netherlands, Switzerland, the United Kingdom, and Norway, which consistently submit their reports to national parliaments.
We also commend the commitment of European Union member States to exchange information on denials of authorization through a single centralized system, in order to ensure coherence between their foreign and defence policies.
At the same time, Partners remains concerned about challenges that undermine the effectiveness of reports submitted to national parliaments, including:
· [bookmark: OLE_LINK10]The concealment by many States of details of arms transactions, such as the exact type of weapon, the value, or the identity of the intermediary, under broad claims of military secrecy and national security, and the fact that Governments continue to face persistent criticism due to the absence of prior scrutiny of transactions, with data often limited to aggregate figures rather than the actual shipment details.
· Delays in submitting reports: most States issue their reports after one or two years from the completion of the transactions, rendering parliamentary oversight largely retrospective and unable to prevent controversial deals before they occur.
Madam President, 
Partners emphasizes that, since 2022, the transparency of lawful arms and ammunition transfers by European Union member States to Ukraine under the European Peace Facility has faced multiple challenges, foremost among them considerations related to national security and the confidentiality of information.
Such circumstances may contribute to increased leakage of small arms and other sensitive equipment to criminal networks, organized crime groups, and the black market inside Europe and beyond; to higher levels of corruption; and to the failure of arms reaching their lawful end users.
In light of the above, Partners recommends that States Parties:
· Ensure that member States submit regular, detailed reports to national parliaments, including the precise details of arms transactions, and refrain from comprehensive reliance on national security claims to withhold essential information.
· Establish binding timelines for the delivery of annual or semi-annual reports without delay, to prevent symbolic, retrospective oversight and enable parliaments to intervene to prevent controversial transactions.
· Encourage other States and relevant regional groupings to follow the European Union model by establishing and operationalizing single centralized systems for exchanging information on denials of authorization, to prevent exploitation of gaps arising from differences between exporting States’ policies.
· Strengthen oversight of military support provided to Ukraine by creating robust verification and end-use tracking mechanisms, ensuring that such support does not leak into black markets or organized crime networks, while safeguarding principles of transparency and accountability in supply routes.
Thank you, 
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