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       EU Statement
      Arms Trade Treaty
Informal Preparatory Meeting for the Conference of States Parties (CSP12)
 Geneva, 27-28 May 2026


Madame President,
I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 
The candidate countries North Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia, Albania and Republic of Moldova[footnoteRef:1], as well as the EFTA countries Iceland and Norway, members of the European Economic Area align themselves with this statement. [1:  North Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Albania continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association Process.] 


Agenda item 2: Progress reports of ATT subsidiary bodies
2a. Working Group on Effective Treaty Implementation (WGETI) 
The EU would like to express appreciation to France for chairing the Group and to France and Sierra Leone for facilitating the Sub-working Groups. The EU once again commends the efforts of the Chair and facilitators for allowing a well structured discussion in order to collect practicable feedback on a number of very pertinent topics. We would like to share several observations on the Chair’s report. 
With regard to brokering: the EU welcomes the conclusion in the report that illicit brokering is a significant issue while regulation and enforcement remain complex. In principle, the EU agrees that certain relevant aspects could be addressed in the anticipated discussions on “enforcement arrangements” and “general regulation of actors involved in arms transfers”, including, as far as feasible, relevant logistical actors and organisations. Some conclusions of the Chair’s report rightly point at directions such as the minimum list of elements of the regulation, elements of definition, and geographic scope of brokering activities. ATT States Parties need to establish a regulatory framework for arms brokering as the foundation of a national control system, to address any legal gaps. The EU has adopted this approach since 2003 by adopting common elements for all its Member States, alongside the control of licensing of arms exports. The experience of EU Member States in this regard, accrued over 20 years, can help to advance our collective work within the ATT.
The EU draws similar conclusions regarding national control lists. The discussion was very useful in revealing the multiplicity of challenges in design and national adoption of lists, but at the same time unambiguously showed the benefits of having convergent national lists, or even comparable across states members of multilateral export control regimes. The EU reiterates the practical value of the EU Common Military List that is a transcription of the Wassenaar Arrangement Munition List and is applied alongside more extensive national lists. We are strongly convinced that national lists designed to encompass all ATT categories are crucial for effective ATT implementation and are essential for robust national control systems. Therefore, we encourage to setting objectives related to facilitating the adoption of ATT-compatible national control lists by all States Parties. Further exchanges could focus on practical examples, model lists and standardized templates, while avoiding duplication and remaining within the ATT’s mandate. In this context, the EU finds the re-engagement with the World Customs Organisation very useful, particularly in relation to identification of controlled items in practice and enforcement arrangements.
Regarding risk assessment, the EU is thankful for the opportunity to present our solutions at the WGETI meeting and welcomes that the report reflects the importance of elements that are crucial to the EU’s own framework: forward-looking, evidence-based analysis and of cooperation and information-sharing among States Parties. The EU supports the recommendation encouraging the Sub-working Group to continue addressing issues concerning the application of Articles 6 & 7.
On the role of industry in responsible international arms transfers, the EU supports continued consideration of a list of reference materials and possible voluntary guidance linking human rights and IHL due diligence by industry actors and ATT implementation. We are ready to engage in the proposed consultations to be coordinated by the ATT Secretariat.
The EU would also like to express full support to other recommendations, regarding GBV, inter-agency cooperation, and maritime security.

2b. Working Group on Transparency and Reporting (WGTR)
The EU would like to thank Ms. Winkelried Salazar of Peru for effectively chairing the Working Group’s meetings and for the draft report. In our view, the report accurately captures the work and issues to address. We support the draft recommendations and would like to comment on select topics. 
The EU expresses its deep concern for the continued low rate of reporting. We reiterate our view that effective reporting could be enhanced through technical assistance combined with political outreach, to address all possible identified national obstacles, and – potentially – encourage simultaneous reporting by regional States as a confidence-building measure. We believe that the sounding board may provide an environment for collecting necessary positions and offering solutions in an informal and confidential way. We recognize the central role and experience of the ATT Secretariat, and trust it enjoys among States Parties in reporting. 
We also appreciate the efforts of the Secretariat to convene regional, sub-regional, and bilateral meetings to facilitate the exchange of information on diversion. We encourage all interested States to engage with the Secretariat on this issue, and are pleased to inform that this task has been recognized as one of the key work-streams of the EU’s ongoing support to the Secretariat for the period 2025-2027. 
Let me conclude by expressing the EU’s support to all recommendations proposed in the WGTR Chair’s report.

2c. Working Group on Treaty Universalization (WGTU)
The EU would like to express appreciation to the Co-Chairs of the Group, and for the individual outreach efforts carried out by both the CSP11 and CSP12 President. 
The EU fully supports the observation in the Chair’s report that universalization should be understood as a process to achieve high-quality sustainable engagement, as opposed to membership without capacities to implement the Treaty. The Treaty should be perceived as a community of capable States delivering on its objectives, but also as a community supporting its members in developing necessary capacities. The EU adopted such an approach in its ATT Outreach Project with 22 partners among States Parties and States that have not yet joined the Treaty.
We acknowledge the challenges facing the work regarding regional universalization champions and call for exploring flexible solutions and incentives mentioned in the report to facilitate the establishment of relationships between champions and interested non-States Parties, provided that they show a clear and unambiguous commitment to join the Treaty.
Let me conclude by expressing full support of the EU to the proposed recommendations in the report.

2d. Voluntary Trust Fund (VTF)
The EU wishes to express appreciation to the Chair of the Selection Committee for presenting the proposals to amend the VTF Terms of Reference and Administrative Rules. We welcome the proposal for non-State Party applicant States to express clear political commitment to join the Treaty and a plausible roadmap. This approach corresponds with the optics regarding the universalization of the Treaty adopted by the EU in design of its own ATT Outreach Programme, covering not only States Parties but also signatory States and other States.
We encourage potential applicant States and the Selection Committee to consider and support projects which envisage synergies with other forms of support, including the EU ATT Outreach project implemented by BAFA of Germany and Expertise France, and with the EU-funded capacity building from the ATT Secretariat. In order to facilitate incorporation of synergies at the design stage, we encourage necessary transparency and information sharing among interested stakeholders. 

3

image1.jpeg




