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IHLYI Statement: Working Group on Effective Treaty Implementation (WGETI)
IHLYI underscores the importance of the recommendations issued by the Working Group on Effective Implementation of the ATT considering them a key step toward strengthening the practical implementation of the Treaty at the national level.
We welcome Belgium’s enforcement action to intercept and seize unauthorized military components in transit through its territory, highlighting the critical role of transit controls in preventing diversion of arms to conflict-affected regions. And we welcome the practical measures taken by several States, including Switzerland, and Austria, with regard to restricting the use of their airspace for the diversion of arms transfers to conflict-affected regions. We encourage more States to adopt similar measures within this framework, in order to help curb illicit arms flows and strengthen efforts to promote international peace and security, including in the Middle East.
We stress the importance of continuing work on issues related to scope and national control lists, given their direct impact on States’ ability to prevent illicit arms diversion and close existing regulatory gaps. We also underline the need to integrate oversight of the private sector and private military and security companies within this framework.
From a youth perspective, we believe that any progress under the Treaty must remain focused on strengthening the protection of civilians, and placing youth priorities and future considerations at the core of national, regional, and international strategies. Implementation tools must remain practical, adaptable, and responsive to the capacities of different States, including developing countries.
We further emphasize the importance of strengthening coordination between national and regional institutions, and integrating inter-agency cooperation as a cornerstone of effective national control systems. In this regard, we recall our intervention in March 2026, where we highlighted the need for stronger regional coordination, ensuring that arms transfers are not diverted into active conflict zones, and establishing stricter safeguards in this context.
We also welcome the increasing attention given to maritime security-related dimensions, given their direct link to the risks of illicit arms diversion through various transport routes. We further call for stricter and more practical customs and border control measures.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Finally, we encourage continued opportunities for States and stakeholders to raise practical implementation challenges, and we call for the integration of technological developments and artificial intelligence into upcoming preparatory discussions. This is particularly important in light of the rapid evolution of small arms and light weapons manufacturing, including the use of polymer materials, 3D printing, modular weapon designs, and AI applications in production, tracking, and concealment.
These developments pose increasing challenges to existing national and international control systems. They no longer merely enhance manufacturing efficiency but affect the entire weapons life cycle, including marking, record-keeping, tracing, stockpile management, border control, and technology transfer. In this context, strengthening the “effective implementation” of instruments such as the UN Programmed of Action on Small Arms and Light Weapons, the International Tracing Instrument, and the Arms Trade Treaty becomes increasingly urgent. This requires developing flexible regulatory frameworks capable of keeping pace with technological innovation, strengthening international cooperation, closing the technological gap between States, and integrating modern technological tools into control systems in a way that enhances transparency and accountability and prevents diversion and illicit use of weapons.
We hope these discussions will contribute to the development of practical and realistic solutions that strengthen the effectiveness of the Treaty on the ground.
Thank you.
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