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Statement to the Working Group on Effective Implementation (WGETI)
Informal Preparatory Meeting of the Arms Trade Treaty
27 May 2026
Item A
Thank you, Mr. Facilitator,
Partners for Transparency expresses its serious concern regarding the diversion of arms in the Arab region to armed groups, terrorist groups, and arms smugglers. These actors use such weapons to commit grave violations of international humanitarian law and crimes against humanity, thereby exacerbating conflicts and threatening regional stability.
For this reason, Partners emphasizes the importance of transparency and information-sharing among States Parties to the Arms Trade Treaty as a fundamental pillar in combating illegal diversion. Transparency is a preventive tool that helps stop weapons from reaching armed groups and terrorist organizations. Regular and timely information-sharing enables States Parties to identify suspicious requests before export licenses are granted, and reduces loopholes exploited by smuggling and diversion networks.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]To strengthen this cooperation, Partners proposes several key measures:
1. Activate an international “denial notification” mechanism under the Treaty, inspired by the European Union’s experience, so that each State Party is required to notify other States Parties within a maximum period of 30 days following the refusal of any export request. Notifications should include the reasons related to the risk of diversion, as well as relevant information on that risk.
2. Require comprehensive risk assessments before granting any export license, including examining the record of the receiving State or entity in supporting armed groups, as well as any prior involvement in violations of international humanitarian law or war crimes. States should share these risk-related findings with other States Parties.
3. Strengthen end-user certificate requirements by adding post-export verification mechanisms, including field-based checks, and by sharing reports on any diversion cases identified with all States Parties.
4. Create a joint electronic platform under the Treaty Secretariat to register suspected cases and exchange intelligence-related information on smuggling networks, while ensuring that States Parties not directly participating in the platform can access relevant information in emergencies.
Adopting these proposals, aimed at enhancing transparency and information-sharing, would help States Parties better prevent diversion and reduce the likelihood that arms reach perpetrators of severe human rights violations.
Thank you.
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