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IHLYI Statement: WORKING GROUP ON TRANSPARENCY AND REPORTING
I would like at the outset to welcome the efforts made during the March meetings of the Working Group on Transparency and Reporting, as well as the important discussions held on improving reporting tools and strengthening compliance. We value these efforts and support their continuation in the context of advancing the implementation of the Arms Trade Treaty.
In this regard, we would like to once again highlight a key point concerning the substance of reports, not only their reporting mechanisms. We believe that reports should more clearly reflect contextual realities, including situations of armed conflict, the risks of diversion of arms into conflict-affected areas, and the effectiveness of national control and oversight mechanisms in this regard. Strengthening transparency should not be limited to procedural aspects, but must also include analysis of risks related to diversion and illicit use of arms.
With regard to capacity-building and reporting, we would like to highlight an important practical experience: the implementation of the first training of its kind in the region, delivered in Arabic in the form of a Training-of-Trainers (ToT) programme on the United Nations Programme of Action on Small Arms and Light Weapons in the Middle East and North Africa region.
This training was implemented by the International Humanitarian Law and Youth Initiative (IHLYI), in partnership with the International Action Network on Small Arms (IANSA), and with the support of the United Nations Trust Facility Supporting Cooperation on Arms Regulation (UNSCAR), with technical contributions from several United Nations entities, including the United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs (UNODA), the United Nations Training and Documentation Centre for South-West Asia and the Arab Region, and the United Nations Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament in Africa (UNREC).
The training brought together youth and community-based organizations, most of which are operating in armed conflict or fragile contexts, reflecting the importance of engaging actors who are closely connected to realities on the ground. It was also implemented under the difficult circumstances currently affecting the Middle East region, including complex security and logistical challenges, yet participants demonstrated a high level of commitment and strong engagement throughout the process.
We would like to extend our sincere appreciation to all partners and organizations that contributed to the implementation of this training, in particular IANSA, UNSCAR, UNODA, UNREC, and the United Nations Training and Documentation Centre for South-West Asia and the Arab Region, for their support and expertise, which were instrumental in the success of this initiative.
We also emphasize that this experience has demonstrated that investing in building the capacities of youth and local organizations in monitoring, documentation, and advocacy directly contributes to improving the quality of reporting, strengthening transparency, and broadening participation in the implementation of international obligations.
In this regard, we underscore the importance of integrating youth actors and civil society, particularly from conflict-affected regions, into consultative processes related to the development of reporting tools, as they are essential partners in enhancing effectiveness and transparency at both the national and international levels.
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