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Statement to the Working Group on Transparency and Reporting
Arms Trade Treaty Informal Preparatory Meeting 
27 May 2026
Thank you, Mr. Facilitator,
Partners for Transparency would like to express its deep concern regarding the decline in reporting rates and the submission of reports to the Arms Trade Treaty Secretariat. Despite the deadline for States Parties to submit their annual reports for 2025 on 31 May (upcoming), at the time of writing, only six States had submitted their reports to the Secretariat. Among them are two States that did not provide information to civil society organizations.
Mr. Facilitator,
Arms diversion has contributed to prolonging conflict situations in many countries worldwide, particularly in Sudan and Yemen. However, there remains a serious gap in the exchange of information regarding diversion activities in these countries.
In a related context, since the start of the conflict between Russia and Ukraine in February 2022, billions of dollars in military assistance from States Parties have flowed into Ukraine. For this reason, Partners is concerned about the possible diversion of arms intended for Ukraine to other conflict zones or to the black market, especially in light of repeated reports of corruption within the Ukrainian defense sector and an increase in the loss of military equipment.
These concerns are compounded by the rising number of arms reported missing or stolen between September 2024 and September 2025, with the highest loss cases recorded in Kyiv, Donetsk, and Mykolaiv, where AK-74 rifles account for the largest number of missing items (reported at 99,000 units).
In light of all of the above, we emphasize the importance of information-sharing among States Parties regarding diversion activities, as well as the sharing of good practices to prevent diversion. 
In this regard, we propose developing a blacklist of countries implicated in diversion activities based on information strategically circulated to all States Parties, to facilitate the decision not to export arms to them.
Mr. Facilitator,
Partners for Transparency welcomes the joint working paper submitted by Brazil and France, which underscores the need to hold regional and sub-regional meetings to exchange information on diversion activities, with the aim of sharing relevant lessons learned from specific cases of conventional arms diversion.
However, we also stress the necessity of ensuring the participation of civil society organizations in these meetings, as representatives of local communities and as credible voices reflecting their perspectives. Civil society organizations also hold extensive data and information on diversion activities and their impacts on civilians.
Thank you, Mr. Facilitator
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