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IHLYI Statement: Working Group on Treaty Universalization (WGTU)

Thank you, 
I would like to thank the Co-Chairs for the comprehensive report and for their continued efforts in advancing the universalization of the Arms Trade Treaty.
I particularly welcome the increasing recognition of youth within the report and the growing reference to the Youth, Peace and Security agenda, which reflects an important shift toward more inclusive and forward-looking approaches.
We would also like to sincerely thank Panama, Argentina, and South Africa for their continued leadership in supporting youth engagement within the ATT framework. We also extend our appreciation to the ATT Secretariat and the United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs (UNODA) for their consistent openness, engagement, and constructive support to youth-related initiatives over the past period. Their willingness to listen to youth perspectives and to engage with our proposals has been instrumental in advancing this agenda in a practical way.
Building on this, I would like to bring attention to the outcomes of the recent roundtable held on 19 March 2026 on “The Role of Youth in Armed Conflicts: From Conflict Zones to Geneva”, which was organized on the margins of the ATT preparatory process.
That discussion clearly highlighted a persistent gap between the lived realities of young people in conflict-affected contexts and their meaningful participation in international decision-making spaces. It also reaffirmed that youth are not only affected by armed conflict, but are already acting as first responders, peacebuilders, and accountability actors in their communities.
One of the key outcomes of that roundtable was the strong call to move from consultative engagement toward structured partnership with youth, including the creation of sustained and accessible spaces for dialogue between youth-led organizations and States.
In this regard, and directly linking to the Youth4ATT initiative, we believe that the time has come to operationalize this recommendation through the establishment of informal yet structured dialogue spaces between youth and States Parties, as well as signatory and non-signatory States.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Such a space would not be a one-off consultation, but rather a continuous platform for exchange of ideas, policy feedback, and practical recommendations, building on both the Youth4ATT process and the outcomes of the March roundtable.
It would also help bridge the gap between local realities and global policy discussions, ensuring that youth contributions are not symbolic, but meaningfully integrated into discussions on implementation, universalization, and future policy development under the ATT.
We believe this approach would significantly strengthen trust, inclusivity, and the effectiveness of the Treaty process, particularly as the Working Group looks toward the development of the next five-year strategy.
Thank you.
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