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Statement to the Working Group on the Universality of the Arms Trade Treaty
Informal Preparatory Meeting of the Arms Trade Treaty
27 May 2026
Thank you, Mr. President,
Maat for Peace, Development and Human Rights attaches the utmost importance to advancing the universality of the Arms Trade Treaty in the Arab region. This is due to the serious challenges the region faces, including the increasing scale of irresponsible arms transfers, which play a major role in fueling wars, conflicts, and civil wars, particularly in Sudan, Syria, Libya, Yemen, Lebanon, Somalia, and the Occupied Palestinian Territory.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK5]In line with Maat’s strategic approach to peace, development, and human rights, and based on its goal of making the Arab region secure, Maat has begun adopting a methodology of “inclusive national consultations” as a core tool for strengthening the Treaty’s universality in the region.
As part of this approach, Maat organizes consultative workshops that bring together civil society organizations in order to unify advocacy efforts and create informed public pressure on the provisions of international agreements. These workshops also include the participation of youth and women, as they are among the groups most affected by armed conflict. The aim is to develop a comprehensive community-based vision of the safe Arab region.
In this context, Maat, together with the Libyan Organization for Cultural Exchange and Democracy, organized, on 21 and 22 April 2026, a specialized two-day training workshop entitled: “Training Libyan Civil Society Organizations to Track Irresponsible Arms Transfers.” The workshop targeted representatives of Libyan civil society organizations working in the fields of human rights, peace, and development.
Maat also intends to organize additional specialized training sessions and expand partnerships with Arab civil society organizations in the future, to realize its vision of strengthening the Treaty’s universality.
Despite the challenges Maat faces in its work, such as limited funding, Maat remains steadfast in contributing to the achievement of the Arms Trade Treaty’s global objectives. We welcome cooperation with the Treaty Secretariat, States Parties, and civil society organizations at the international level to move forward toward this vital goal.
Mr. President,
We believe in the important and effective role you play in leading the Treaty’s global advancement. Therefore, we call on you to engage in the many activities organized by Maat to further strengthen the Treaty’s universality in the Arab region.
Thank you.
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