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Statement on Gender Focal Points
Arms Trade Treaty Informal Preparatory Meeting
28 May 2026
On behalf of Maat for Peace, Development and Human Rights, we would like to express our sincere thanks to Mexico, Togo, and Spain for their efforts to strengthen the role of gender coordination bodies.
Irresponsible arms transfers and diversion contribute to an increase in gender-based sexual violence in the context of armed conflicts. In such situations, weapons are used to threaten victims and compel them to submit, or to impose sexual slavery and mass rape as a military tactic intended to humiliate communities and weaken them.
Among the most prominent examples of this phenomenon is the Democratic Republic of the Congo. For decades, arms transfers to armed groups such as the March 23 Movement (M23) have fueled mass rape and other forms of gender-based sexual violence as instruments of war.
In Sudan, the diversion of arms to the Rapid Support Forces has contributed to the commission of gender-based sexual violence in Darfur and other areas affected by conflict, in particular mass rape and sexual slavery.
In the Occupied Palestinian Territory and the Gaza Strip, Israeli occupation forces have systematically used sexual, reproductive, and gender-based violence as part of a broader strategy aimed at weakening Palestinians. This has included increasing the destruction of reproductive health-care facilities in Gaza, which is considered an act of genocide under the Genocide Convention. These crimes are not limited to direct rape; they also include forced nudity, threats of rape, and sexual harassment carried out as routine practices during arrests and raids, all under the threat of weapons.
In light of the above, and in view of the responsibilities that gender coordination bodies are expected to carry out within the framework of the Arms Trade Treaty, Maat proposes several ideas to strengthen their role in limiting the ability of States Parties’ arms transfers to reach end-users who could use them to commit crimes of violence against women:
· Gender focal points should work towards establishing a dedicated information hub for the Arms Trade Treaty to serve as a centralized platform on the Secretariat’s website, or as a dedicated electronic platform, for the collection and dissemination of all documents, tools, and resources related to the gender perspective and gender-based violence. Such a hub could facilitate the compilation of all reports relating to acts of sexual violence committed by armed groups and terrorist movements, with a view to conducting rapid, evidence-based risk assessments pursuant to article 7 (4), thereby contributing to the denial of arms transfers that may reach armed groups. The hub could further enable civil society organizations to submit survivors’ testimonies, as well as verified photographs and video footage, thereby enhancing transparency and preventing the diversion of arms into the hands of perpetrators implicated in grave abuses. 
· Gender focal points should facilitate the exchange of information among States Parties regarding gender-related risk assessments arising from irresponsible arms transfers. Information-sharing could take place among States possessing advanced expertise in integrating gender-based violence assessments into export control systems, with a view to preventing arms transfers that may contribute to the escalation of sexual violence in conflict-affected areas in the future. Consideration could also be given to the incorporation of reports issued by civil society organizations into assessment processes within export control systems. 
· Coordination and partnerships within the framework of the Arms Trade Treaty, as well as across the broader agendas relating to disarmament, human rights, youth, peace and security, constitute one of the principal responsibilities of focal points. In this regard, such mechanisms could be utilized and coordinated with to identify the direct relationship between the flow of arms and the prevalence of sexual violations in conflict-affected States. This may be achieved through the exchange of information with relevant United Nations entities, including through the review of joint reports on the matter and the organization of joint meetings for discussion and coordination. 
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